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December,  1941. 


r.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1940. 

In  the  interests  of  national  economy,  I  have  included  only  those  matters  which  are 
cessary  for  the  preservation  of  continuity  in  the  records  of  the  County. 

Although  there  have  been  such  important  changes  in  the  life  of  the  nation,  the  health  of 
e  public  as  a  whole  has  remained  remarkably  good.  In  Leicestershire  the  death  rate  and  the 
rth  rate  show  only  slight  increases  compared  with  the  previous  year  ;  and  both  compare 
ry  favourably  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales.  The  remarkable  increase  in  the 
pulation  of  the  County  due  to  the  billeting  of  evacuees,  has  not  been  accompanied  by  any 
rious  epidemic.  The  incidence  of  diphtheria  has  however,  been  considerably  higher  than 
pre-war  years  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  long-term  policy  of  immunisation  will  do  much  to  reduce 
e  toll  of  this  disease.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  has  also  shown  an  increase,  but  the  introduction 
the  sulphanilamide  group  of  drugs  has  produced  a  remarkable  decrease  in  the  case-fatality 
this  disease.  The  contagious  skin  diseases,  scabies  and  impetigo,  have  shown  a 
nsiderable  increase  as  a  result  of  war-time  conditions,  and  the  problem  of  preventing  a 
rther  spread  of  this  trouble  is  causing  a  great  deal  of  anxiety.  A  constant  watch  is  being 
pt  on  the  nutrition  of  the  population  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  there  has  been  no 
idence  of  any  deterioration. 

The  task  of  guarding  the  health  of  the  population  has  become  particularly  arduous,  and 
3  work  of  the  department  has  continued  at  high  pressure  throughout  the  year.  Many  extra 
ties  have  been  delegated  to  the  Health  Department,  and  in  particular,  I  must  mention  the 
ganisation  of  the  evacuation  health  services,  which  have  included  the  establishment  of 
ecial  emergency  maternity  hospitals  and  of  hostels  for  evacuated  children  suffering  from 
inor  ailments.  I  have  not  made  any  mention  in  this  report  of  the  work  of  the  Civil 
fence  Casualty  Service,  although  it  has  continued  to  be  of  pressing  importance. 

Particular  tribute  is  due  to  the  co-operation  and  help  which  I  have  received  from  Dr. 
'dber,  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Personal  discussion  is 
valuable  when  dealing  with  the  many  pamphlets,  orders,  regulations  and  circulars  which 
ve  emanated  from  Government  Departments  in  recent  times. 

Civil  defence  duties  have  made  increasing  demands  on  the  time  of  my  Deputy,  Dr.  A.  A. 
;ney,  and  he  has  continued  his  enthusiastic  work  in  this  service  throughout  the  year.  I 
sh  to  thank  both  him  and  Dr.  Martin,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  for  the  additional 
urs  they  have  so  readily  given  and  for  the  extra  burdens  which  they  have  so  willingly 
mldered.  To  the  latter  I  am  also  indebted  for  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

Special  reference  should  be  made  of  three  other  members  of  the  staff,  namely,  Mr.  W.  W. 
.um,  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  who,  in  addition  to  his  ordinary  duties  has  undertaken 
;  equipping  and  maintenance  of  the  three  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  ;  Mr.  H.  Burditt, 
s  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Health  Department,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Thornton  of  the  School  Medical 
partment,  for  their  work  with  regard  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Evacuation  schemes, 
i  the  general  work  of  the  Department. 

The  team  work  of  the  whole  of  my  Department  has  been  particularly  praiseworthy  and 
hould  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  valuable  help  and  assistance  which  I  have  received  in 
.intaining  the  Health  Services  throughout  a  most  trying  year.  I  am  indeed  fortunate  in 

r  Staff. 

Once  again  I  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  that  ready 
1  helpful  co-operation  and  kindly  consideration  which  they  have  always  afforded  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  FAIRER, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT. 


GENERAL  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  COUNTY. 

Area  in  acres  .  Urban  56,860  \ 

Rural  458,548  /  . 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  Urban  133,227  \ 

Rural  150,690  /  . 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  estimates  of  resident  population,  1940  : 

Urban  148,100  \ 

Rural  163,710  /  . 

Reduced  rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . 


BIRTHS. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  2,372  2,194 

Illegitimate .  69  89 

Total  live  births  ....  ....  ....  2,441  2,283 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  :  15.14. 

Stillbirths  :  164 


DEATHS  : 


Stillbirths,  rate  per  1,000  total  births  33.5. 


Total  civilian  deaths  ....  3,881 

Crude  death  rate  ....  12.45  Standardized  death  rate 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : 

Sepsis  6.  Other  causes  4.  Total  10. 

Puerperal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  :  1.93. 
Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Legitimate  24.6.  Illegitimate  49.4. 

Total  rate  per  1,000  live  births  :  46.2. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  .  . 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ....  . 


515,41 

283,9 

311,8 

£1,526,0 
£5,8  J 

Total 

4,5i 

1 

4,7: 


....  12, 


BIRTHS. 


The  birth  rate  for  1940  was  15.14  as  compared  with  15.03  during  1939  and  a  rate  of  1 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  total  number  of  live  births  was  4,724.  Of  t 
recorded  births  2,441  were  males  and  2,283  females,  the  ratio  of  male  to  female  births  bei 
106.9  to  100. 

The  incidence  of  illegitimacy  in  the  county  has  not  been  markedly  affected  by  the  w. 
There  was  a  total  of  158  illegitimate  births  in  Leicestershire  during  1940  as  compared  wi 
152  in  1939. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1940  was  46.2.  This  is  substantially  the  same  as  for  1; 
year  and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  corresponding  rate  of  55  for  the  whole  of  Engla 
and  Wales.  During  the  years  1910-14  inclusive  the  average  infantile  mortality  rate  was  92 


Infant  Mortality. 


Year 

URBAN 

RURAL 

WHOLE 

COUNTY 

Rate  for 
England 
and  Wales 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1936 

107 

53 

124 

52 

231 

52 

59 

1937 

103 

49 

117 

49 

220 

49 

58 

1938 

109 

49 

95 

40 

204 

44 

53 

1939 

115 

51 

97 

41 

212 

46 

50 

1940 

112 

42 

127 

50 

239 

46 

55 
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DEATHS. 


The  standardized  death  rate  of  the  county  was  12.82  and  compares  very  favourably  with 
iie  rate  of  14.3  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

A  rise  in  the  death  rate  is  to  be  expected  during  war  time  on  account  of  the  arduous  condi- 
j>ns  under  which  the  population  has  to  live.  Thus  in  1939  the  corresponding  standardized 
tes  were  10.63  for  Leicestershire  and  12.1  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  areal  comparability  factor  for  the  county  as  a  whole  has  been  raised  by  the  Registrar- 
?neral  from  0.98  in  1939  to  1.03  in  1940.  This  factor  represents  the  correction  which  has  to 
■  applied  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  county  in  order  that  a  standardized  rate  may  be 
jrtained  which  is  comparable  with  the  death  rate  for  the  whole  country.  The  increase  in  the 
eal  comparability  factor  is  an  indication  that  the  population  of  Leicestershire  now  shows  a 
joportionate  excess  of  the  healthier  age  groups  when  compared  with  the  standard  that  has 
j  en  adopted  for  the  whole  country. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  county  during  1940  was  3,881  as  compared  with  3,348 
jiring  1939. 

Deaths. 


Year 

URB 

AN 

RUR 

AL 

WHC 

COU£ 

>LE 

TTY 

Rate  for 
England 
and  Wales 

Net  No. 
Regd. 

Rate 

Net  No. 
Regd. 

Rate 

Net  No. 
Regd. 

Rate 

1936 

1511 

11.26 

1847 

11.30 

3358 

11.28 

12.1 

1937 

1652 

11.69 

1925 

12.08 

3577 

11.89 

12.4 

1938 

1507 

10.60 

1664 

10.37 

3171 

10.48 

11.6 

1939 

1560 

10.74 

1788 

10.96 

3348 

10.85 

12.1 

1940 

1809 

12.21 

2072 

12.65 

3881 

12.44 

14.3 

The  numbers  of  deaths  and  the  mortality  rates  of  the  seven  diseases  most  frequently 
lusing  death  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  It  is  noteworthy  that  as  a  result  of  the 
Jnerally  increased  incidence  of  the  catarrhal  conditions  during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
jar,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  rates  of  the  respiratory  diseases,  bronchitis,  pulmonary 
jberculosis,  pneumonia  and  influenza. 

Table  of  the  Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


The  Seven 
Chief  Causes 
of  Death 

URBAN 

RURAL 

WHOLE 

COUNTY 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

Urban 

Rural 

Whole 

C’nty 

Heart  Disease 

367 

2.48 

488 

2.98 

855 

2.74 

20.3 

23.6 

22.0 

Cancer 

229 

1.55 

271 

1.66 

500 

1.60 

12.7 

13.1 

12.9 

Intra-cranial 

vascular 

lesions 

197 

1.33 

205 

1.25 

402 

1.29 

10.9 

9.9 

10.4 

Bronchitis  .... 

153 

1.03 

in 

0.68 

264 

0.85 

8.5 

5.4 

6.8 

Tuberculosis 

of  respira¬ 

, 

tory  system 

88 

0.59 

74 

0.45 

162 

0.52 

4.9 

3.6 

4.2 

Pneumonia  .... 

83 

0.56 

73 

0.45 

156 

0.50 

4.6 

3.5 

4.0 

Influenza 

56 

0.38 

59 

0.36 

115 

0.37 

3.1 

2.8 

2.9 

During  the  year  the  zymotic  deaths  numbered  67,  an  increase  of  4  upon  the 
livious  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  WAR  TIME. 

The  presence  of  a  substantial  proportion  of  the  population  in  H.M.  armed  forces,  and  the 
Ij.nsference  of  large  sections  of  the  community  from  evacuation  areas  to  reception  areas  has 
<|ated  considerable  difficulty  in  the  maintenance  of  accurate  statistical  records  in  such  a, 
jmner  as  to  be  comparable  as  far  as  possible  with  pre-war  years, 
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The  following  changes  have  been  made  by  tl\e  Registrar-General  commencing  on  Octol 
1st,  1939  i 

(1)  Deaths  in  all  males  serving  in  H.M.  armed  forces  are  not  included  in  local  statist 
but  will  be  published  as  a  separate  class  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Registrar-General. 

(2)  In  the  case  of  a  person  dying  who  is  temporarily  residing  away  from  home  on  accoi 
of  the  war,  or  in  the  case  of  a  person  dying  in  an  institution,  the  death  is  assigned  to  the  aj 
of  temporary  residence  and  is  not  transferred  to  the  area  of  the  person’s  usual  residence. 

(3)  Births  are  still  transferred  to  the  area  of  the  mother’s  usual  residence  for  the  puqx 
of  caculating  birth  rates  according  to  the  pre-war  practice. 

For  the  purpose  of  calculating  infant  and  maternal  mortality,  however,  a  second  series 
birth  statistics  is  employed  in  which  all  births  are  assigned  to  the  area  in  which  the  motl 
may  be  temporarily  residing  as  a  result  of  the  war. 


COUNTY  LABORATORY. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria 
Bacteriological  milk  examinations 
Sputa  for  tubercle  bacilli  .... 

Sewage  and  water  analyses 
Urine,  general  and  bacteriological .... 

Urine  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Wassermann  tests 

Widal  tests  for  typhoid  and  undulant  fevers 

Blood  counts 

Films  for  gonococci  .... 

Milk  for  fat  content  .... 

Hair  for  ringworm  .... 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  . 


4,£ 

u 

l,( 
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Milk  Examinations. 


Total  examinations  8,( 


A  total  of  1 ,660  samples  of  milk  were  examined  with  results  as  follows  : — 


Not 

Percentage 

Satis¬ 

se'us- 

satis¬ 

Pasteur¬ 

Class  of  Milk 

factory 

factory 

factory 

ized 

Total 

Accredited  producers  .... 

481 

114 

81 

0 

595 

Prospective  producers 
Urban  and  Rural 

112 

13 

89 

0 

125 

Districts 

428 

120 

78 

29 

577 

School  supplies 

Public  assistance 

152 

37 

80 

51 

240 

institutions 
Tuberculin  Tested 

44 

9 

83 

0 

53 

producers 

Prospective  Tuberculin 

35 

6 

85 

0 

41 

tested  producers 

3 

0 

100 

0 

3 

Miscellaneous 

20 

5 

80 

1 

26 

Totals  . 

1,275 

304 

80 

81 

1,660 

The  samples  received  from  Urban  and  Rural  districts  and  from  school  supplies  w 
usually  examined  on  the  day  of  production  and  the  high  percentage  found  satisfactory  is  n 
therefore,  strictly  comparable  with  the  results  from  samples  examined  in  accordance  with  ' 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order. 

Diphtheria. 

Of  a  total  of  4,848  swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria,  351  were  positive.  General  practition  * 
submitted  2,063  swabs,  the  isolation  hospitals  2,297,  and  the  Saturday  Hospital  Society  4 | 

Tuberculosis. 

1,023  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined,  of  which  192  were  positive ;  and  146  samp' 
of  urine,  of  which  6  were  positive. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

ANTE-NATAL  SERVICES. 

Ante-natal  examinations  by  General  Practitioners. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  expectant  mothers  referred  by  midwives  to  general 
•ractitioners  under  the  County  Council’s  scheme  was  840,  and  of  these  436  had  two  medical 
xaminations,  162  one  examination,  and  in  the  remaining  242  no  claim  was  received  from  the 
octor. 

\inte-natal  Clinics. 

The  attendances  at  the  four  ante-natal  clinics  were  as  follows  : — 


Coalville 

Hinckley 

South 

Wigston 

Wigston 

Total 

No.  of  Sessions 

No.  of  expectant 
mothers  who  at¬ 
tended  during  the 

29 

26 

24 

24 

103 

year  . 

Total  No.  of 

237 

191 

85 

70 

583 

attendances 
Average  attendance 

504 

394 

287 

222 

1,407 

per  meeting 

17.4 

15.1 

12.0 

19.3 

13.7 

I  Cental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

During  the  year  13  patients  were  given  dental  treatment  under  the  County  scheme. 


MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 
dumber  of  Midwives  Practising. 

During  .the  year  262  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  30  left  the  County  and 
j  ceased  to  practise.  Of  the  262  midwives,  260  hold  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
hoard  and  the  remaining  2  belong  to  the  bona-fide  classification. 
inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  inspectors  made  429  visits  during  the  year.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  report 
ny  breach  of  the  rules  either  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  or  to  the  Central  Midwives 
tdard. 

Numbers  of  Cases  attended  by  Midwives. 

A  total  of  4,570  cases  were  attended  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  2,925  were  taken 
jy  the  midwife  alone  and  in  the  remaining  1,645  cases  both  doctor  and  midwife  were  in 
ttendance. 

Notifications  received  from  Midwives. 

The  following  returns  were  received  from  the  County  Midwives  during  the  year  : — 

Medical  Help  Records  .  892 

Notice  of  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection .  67 

“Laying  out  of  the  dead’’  records  .  67 

Notice  of  death  of  mother  or  child — Child  .  15 

Mother  .  Nil 

Still-birth  records .  34 

Notice  re  artificial  feeding  77 

j ledical  Help  Requests. 

The  proportion  of  requests  for  medical  aid  to  the  number  of  midwifery  cases  was  30.5 
ler  cent. 

The  chief  causes  of  requesting  medical  help  for  the  mother  were  : — 

Ruptured  perineum  273,  difficult  labour  139,  raised  temperature  51,  malpresentation  38, 
ite -part  urn  haemorrhage  32,  miscarriage  27,  abortion  22,  adherent  placenta  22,  albuminuria 
p,  post-partum  haemorrhage  23. 

The  chief  causes  of  requesting  help  for  the  child  were  : — 
iischarge  from  the  eyes  42,  feebleness  28,  prematurity  25,  abnormality  18,  phimosis  12. 

During  the  year  461  claims  were  passed  for  payment  of  doctors  whose  help  was  requested 
iy  mid  wives.  One  special  application  for  payment  of  a  doctor’s  fee  was  received  where  a 
jiother  had  made  no  arrangements  for  a  midwife's  services. 

Prevention  of  spread  of  infection. 

One  midwife  was  suspended  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection,  The  compensation 
aid  in  this  case  was  £2Q  .  8s.  6d. 
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COUNTY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  service  has  continued  to  be  administered  through  the  Leicestershire  County  Nursin 
Association. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done  by  the  County  Council  whole-time  mid 
wives  : — 

Analysis  of  Work  done  by  County  Council  Whole-time  Midwives. 


Cases  I 

lOOKED 

Cases  Cc 

)MPLETED 

Cases 

Can¬ 

celled 

Visits 

>  Paid 

District 

Mid¬ 

wifery 

Mater¬ 

nity 

Mid¬ 

wifery 

Mater¬ 

nity 

Ante- 

Natal 

During 

Puer- 

perium 

Hinckley 

280 

23 

256 

41 

21 

928 

5,952 

Coalville 

Melton 

248 

80 

228 

90 

23 

1,750 

5,843 

Mowbray  .... 

101 

77 

91 

79 

18 

907 

3,054 

Donisthorpe 

32 

13 

26 

14 

4 

304 

701 

Total 

661 

193 

601 

224 

66 

3,889 

15,550 

District  Nursing  Associations. 

During  the  year  82  district  nurse -midwives  employed  by  76  district  nursing  association! 
have  taken  1,225  midwifery  and  739  maternity  cases,  in  addition  to  undertaking  genera 
district  nursing. 

MATERNAL  CARE 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  classified  under  the  heading  maternal  mortality  fell  fron 
17  during  1939  to  10  in  1940.  Of  these  10  deaths,  6  were  due  to  sepsis. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  per  thousand  births  was  1.93. 

Provision  of  consultants . 

During  the  year  consultants  were  called  under  the  County  scheme  to  9  complicated  cases 
Birth  Control. 

In  32  cases  where  it  was  considered  that  child-bearing  would  be  dangerous  to  the  healtl 
or  life  of  the  mother,  medical  certificates  were  granted  enabling  the  patient  to  obtain  advict 
at  the  Leicester  City  Birth  Control  Clinic. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

During  the  year  979  meetings  were  held  at  the  various  centres,  an  increase  of  67  on  Iasi 
year. 

The  centres  have  proved  of  great  value  during  recent  months.  Nutrition  is  the  subject  or 
which  advice  is  most  frequently  needed  and  evacuees,  many  in  poor  health  as  a  result  of  theii 
experiences  are  finding  the  facilities  provided  of  great  benefit. 

Statistics. 

Number  of  mothers  and  children  on  the  register  : — 

Mothers 

Infants  under  one  year 
Toddlers 

Total  attendances  : — 

Mothers  .  ....  — 

Infants  under  one  year 

Toddlers  . 

First  attendances  : — 

Mothers  ....  . .  .....  ....  - 

Infants  under  one  year  ....  ....  ....  . 

Toddlers 

Total  number  of  children  weighed  by  Health  Visitors,  28,282 

Number  of  children  examined  by  the  Medical  Officers  : — 

First  examinations  .... 

Total  examinations  made  .... 

The  principal  defects  observed  by  the  Medical  Officers  were  : — 

Skin  conditions  187,  bronchitis  151,  phimosis  161,  umbilical  hernia  86,  gastric  trouble  85, 
external  eye  conditions  64,  diarrhoea  62,  congenital  deformity  45,  strabismus  40,  rickets  36, 
enlarged  tonsils  and  /or  adenoids  21. 


4,239 

2,857 

2,827 


36,391 

21,012 

19,368 


1,868 

1,653 

527 


2,056 

4,463 


e*  85 
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Table  of  Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Average  Attendances 
Year  1940 

Average  Attendances 
Year  1939 

Centre 

Mothers 

Children 

Mothers 

Children 

Anstey 

25.2 

32.5 

20.8 

23.3 

Asfordby 

30.9 

39.2 

32.7 

43.3 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

56.1 

60.3 

62.3 

70.5 

Barrow-on-Soar 

15.1 

19.0 

16.7 

18.1 

Barwell 

30.5 

32.2 

42.3 

47.4 

Birstall 

32.5 

27.8 

42.3 

46.9 

Blaby 

42.2 

49.5 

49.8 

54.9 

Braunstone  (County) 

73.5 

77.0 

70.8 

72.6 

Coalville 

41.2 

42.2 

53.6 

56.1 

Cosby 

16.0 

18.8 

24.3 

32.9 

Desford 

33.4 

43.5 

41.5 

44.8 

Earl  Shilton 

34.5 

39.5 

44.1 

50.3 

Enderby 

27.5 

28.7 

37.0 

42.7 

Glenfield 

29.1 

24.5 

43.5 

39.6 

Hinckley 

74.5 

82.0 

80.2 

91.7 

Hugglescote 

28.3 

31.3 

25.2 

30.6 

Ibstock 

24.8 

28.0 

25.7 

26.9 

Keg  worth 

22.6 

26.7 

24.6 

35.2 

Kibworth 

22.0 

21.3 

24.6 

27.8 

Lutterworth 

27.6 

33.4 

41.4 

46.5 

Melton  Mowbray 

61.0 

55.2 

66.6 

58.0 

Mountsorrel 

28.3 

34.4 

40.2 

46.7 

Narbo  rough 

27.2 

33.1 

34.2 

38.3 

Oadby 

33.2 

36.4 

44.0 

49.7 

Quom 

26.8 

29.9 

30.8 

33.9 

Rearsby 

13.5 

17.6 

13.9 

17.9 

Rothley 

20.9 

34.7 

35.2 

43.4 

Shepshed 

41.3 

45.1 

42.4 

45.3 

Sileby 

35.3 

37.1 

39.1 

44.8 

South  Wigs  ton 

69.4 

74.4 

69.1 

76.5 

Syston 

37.7 

44.7 

36.3 

44.6 

Thurmaston 

33.0 

38.1 

39.0 

49.9 

Whetstone 

16.4 

19.7 

25.8 

32.0 

Whitwick 

33.5 

37.5 

29.1 

39.1 

Wigston  Magna 

50.6 

55.8 

74.9 

71.3 

Wigs  ton  (Central) 

36.2 

50.1 

41.4 

50.2 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  changes  in  the  register  of  foster  children  during  1940. 

No.  of  cases  on  register  on  31st  December;  1939  .  69 

,,  of  new  cases  .  .  ....  32 

,,  returned  to  parents  .  9 

,,  adopted  .  2 

,,  attained  nine  years  of  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

,,  left  county  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

,,  transferred  to  new  foster-parents  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

,,  died  .  1 

,,  of  cases  on  register  on  31st  December,  1940  ....  ....  ....  68 

NURSING  HOMES. 

During  1940  one  new  application  was  received  for  registration  of  a  maternity  home.  This 
granted,  and  on  the  31st  December,  1940,  there  were  3  nursing  homes,  6  maternity  homes 
3  combined  nursing  and  maternity  homes  on  the  register. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors, 
th  the  School  Medical  Department  are  not  included. 


Duties  in  connection 

B 


Children  under  12  months  : — 

First  visits .  4,364 

Subsequent  and  special  visits  .  25,525 

Children  1-5  years .  41,543 


Total  .... 

71,432 

Tuberculosis  : — 

First  visits  .... 

290 

Subsequent  and  special  visits 

Total  .... 

4,121 

4,411 

Attendances  at  infant  welfare  centres  .... 

1,051 

,,  at  ante-natal  clinics 

125 

Lectures  at  infant  welfare  centres 

94 

Attendances  at  tuberculosis  dispensaries 

276 

,,  at  orthopaedic  clinics 

85 

Pre-natal  visits 

1,219 

Other  visits  :  re  Stillbirths.... 

83 

,,  Applications  for  milk  .... 

511 

,,  Child-life  protection 

217 

,,  Boarded-out  children 

138 

, ,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

13 

,,  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

17 

,,  Nursing  homes  .... 

18 

,,  Practising  mid  wives 

429 

Special  visits 

224 

VACCINATION. 

The  districts  of  the  public  vaccinators  in  the  county  number  30,  and  those  of  the  vaccina 
tion  officers  total  14. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  vaccination  officers'  returns  rendered  to  the  Registra 
General  respecting  the  vaccination  of  children  whose  births  were  registered  from  January  Is 
to  December  31st,  1939. 

(1)  No.  of  births  entered  in  birth  lists  as  registered  during  1939  .... 

(2)  Statement  relating  to  the  births  on  31st  January,  1941  : — 

(a)  No.  successfully  vaccinated  .... 

(b)  No.  insusceptible  of  vaccination  . .  . 

.  (c)  No.  had  Smallpox 

(d)  No.  of  Statutory  Declarations  received 

(e)  No.  died  un vaccinated  ....  ....  . 

(f)  No.  temporarily  unaccounted  for  ....  . 

(g)  No.  otherwise  accounted  for 

(3)  No.  of  cases  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  after  Statutory 

Declaration  had  been  received  (included  in  sub-heading  (d) )  .... 

(4)  Total  number  of  certificates  of  successful  primary  vaccination  of 

children  under  14  years  of  age  received  during  the  year  1940  .... 

(5)  No.  of  certificates  of  successful  primary  vaccination  sent  to  other 

districts  (included  in  heading  4)  .... 

(6)  Total  number  of  statutory  declarations  actually  received  during 

the  year  1940  . 

EVACUATION  SERVICES. 

The  success  of  the  evacuation  health  services  in  the  County  of  Leicester  has  to  a  larg' 
extent  been  due  to  the  co-operation  between  the  County  Health  Department,  the  Pubh 
Assistance  Service  and  the  various  District  Authorities.  The  work  of  the  Health  Departmer 
may  be  divided  into  : — 

(1)  Reception  of  evacuees, 

(2)  The  organisation  of  hostels  and  clinics,  and 

(3)  The  Emergency  Maternity  Services. 


198 

3 

Nil 

3,418 

106 

79 

51  3,85 

16 
287 
64 
3,604 
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RECEPTION  OF  EVACUEES. 

The  organisation  of  a  medical  examination  of  evacuees  before  they  are  billeted  is  a  con- 
iderable  task  and  in  almost  every  area  has  been  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  County 
lealth  Department  in  co-operation  with  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  At  a  detrain- 
ig  station  as  many  as  eight  hundred  evacuees  may  require  examination  within  the  space  of  a 
sw  hours,  and  individuals  found  to  be  medically  unsuitable  for  private  billets  have  to  be 
Dund  accommodation  in  hostels,  or  with  the  co-operation  of  the  billeting  officer  or  the  Director 
f  Public  Assistance,  in  empty  houses  or  institutions. 

HOSTELS  AND  CLINICS. 

Two  hostels  for  evacuees  suffering  from  minor  ailments  have  been  opened  by  the  County 
buncil  and  10  by  district  authorities.  In  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection,  each 
ostel  admits  only  certain  specified  types  of  illness  and  the  School  Medical  Department  has 
ndertaken  the  task  of  co-ordination  of  admissions.  When  a  billeting  officer  desires  to  have  a 
ase  admitted  to  a  hostel,  he  applies  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  School  Medical  Department  who 
rranges  for  the  child’s  admission  to  the  appropriate  hostel. 

Extra  sessions  have  been  arranged  at  all  the  school  clinics  in  order  to  provide  an  efficient 
srvice  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  in  evacuees. 

EMERGENCY  MATERNITY  SERVICE. 

In  August  of  1939  preliminary  discussions  had  been  held  with  the  Regional  Medical 
)fficer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  it  was  apparent  that  in  the  event  of  war,  accommodation 
rould  be  needed  for  expectant  mothers  evacuated  from  London  and  certain  coastal  towns, 
'he  number  of  beds  available  in  existing  maternity  and  nursing  homes  was  insufficient  and 
:  was  evident  that  the  only  satisfactory  way  to  solve  the  problem  was  to  utilize  any  large 
ouses  which  might  be  available. 

Whatton  House  had  already  been  offered  by  Lord  and  Lady  Crawshaw,  and  at  Lowesby 
lall,  Sir  Keith  and  Lady  Nuttall  intimated  willingness  to  allow  the  use  of  their  premises.  It 
ras  decided  to  proceed  with  the  conversion  of  these  houses  immediately  and  work  was  com- 
lenced  on  27th  August,  1939.  A  matron  was  appointed  at  Whatton  House  on  14th  September 
nd  the  first  patient  admitted  10  days  later.  Subsequently,  towards  the  end  of  1939,  the 
umbers  of  evacuees  had  diminished  to  such  an  extent  that  Whatton  House  was  closed  tem- 
orarily  on  12th  December  and  was  not  re-opened  again  until  7th  October,  1940. 

At  Lowesby  Hall,  the  work  of  conversion  was  commenced  on  31st  August,  1939,  and  the 
ospital  was  ready  to  receive  patients  within  three  weeks.  It  was  however,  never  occupied  by 
latemity  cases  and  was  later  re-equiped  by  the  British  Red  Cross  as  a  convalescent  home. 

In  May  of  1940,  it  became  evident  that  increased  demands  on  accommodation  were 
robable .  “The  Wayside,”  Oadby,  was  therefore  requisitioned  and  arrangements  made  to 
ent  the  larger  portion  of  Lockington  Hall.  The  need  rapidly  became  urgent  and  patients 
fere  actually  admitted  to  “Wayside”  some  nine  days  after  the  first  preliminary  inspection 
f  the  premises.  The  building  had  been  unoccupied  for  three  years  and  the  preparations  which 
Lad  to  be  carried  out  included  structional  alterations,  extensions,  repairs  to  the  hot-water 
ystem,  furnishing,  and  the  supply  of  complete  hospital  equipment.  On  June  5th  the  prepara- 
ions  were  almost  complete  but  the  hospital  was  still  without  beds  when  a  telegram  was 
eceived  that  the  first  patients  would  arrive  that  day.  Our  strenous  efforts  were  re-doubled  ; 
he  beds  arrived  at  2  p.m.  and  within  three  hours  the  patients  were  occupying  them. 

Meanwhile  the  task  of  preparing  and  equipping  Lockington  Hall  was  proceeding  and  the 
irst  patients  were  admitted  to  this  hospital  on  26th  June. 

reneral  Administration  and  Staffing. 

The  general  administration  of  the  maternity  homes  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
'ouncil  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  County  Medical  Officer  is  in  adminis- 
rative  charge,  the  medical  treatment  is  provided  by  arrangement  with  local  general 
>ractitioners  and  the  services  of  obstetric  consultants  have  been  made  available  by  an 
xtension  of  the  existing  peace-time  facilities. 
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There  has  been  serious  difficulty  in  maintaining  an  adequate  nursing  staff  on  account 
the  serious  shortage  of  midwives,  and  in  this  respect  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Centi 
Midwives’  Board  has  been  much  appreciated.  The  matron  and  sisters  of  a  London  teachii  j 
hospital  have  been  transferred  to  Lockington  Hall  and  the  training  of  midwives  is  undertake  I 

Accommodation . 

In  each  hospital  the  lying-in  wards  are  arranged  on  the  same  floor  as  the  labour-room 
A  sink  with  running  water  is  provided  for  scrubbing  up  purposes  in  each  labour-roojj 
Separate  rooms  are  set  apart  for  the  temporary  isolation  of  patients,  for  use  as  babies’  nurseri  j 
and  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

S terilizing  A  rrangements . 

At  one  hospital  the  instruments  have  to  be  sterilized  in  the  labour  ward,  but  in  the  othe 
special  sterilizing  rooms  have  been  provided.  Instruments  are  sterilized  in  fish-kettles  heati 
by  electricity,  gas  or  oil,  and  gas  boilers  are  provided  for  the  sterilization  of  the  largl 
bowls. 

The  efficient  sterilization  of  dressings  has  presented  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties.  T\ 
of  the  maternity  homes  are  nine  miles  from  the  nearest  hospital  or  institution  possessing  t) 
necessary  sterilizing  equipment  and  the  other  maternity  home  is  four  miles  distant. 

Reception  Arrangements. 

The  expectant  mothers  destined  for  Whatton  and  Lockington  are  sent  to  the  Welfa  I 
Centre  at  Loughborough  where  the  local  medical  officer  of  health  immediately  carries  out  q! 
ante-natal  examination.  Women  due  for  an  early  confinement  are  sent  direct  to  the  hospitsj, 
and  the  rest  are  billeted  in  Loughborough.  Similar  arrangements  exist  at  Oadby  except  th 
the  ante-natal  examinations  are  actually  carried  out  at  “The  Wayside.”  Arrangements  ha1 
been  made  with  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Service  and  with  members  of  the  Women! 
Voluntary  Services  for  the  expectant  mothers  to  be  conveyed  to  the  maternity  homes  by  c; 
or  ambulance  when  the  need  arises. 

As  far  as  is  possible  only  normal  cases  are  admitted  to  the  maternity  homes  ar 
complicated  cases  are  sent  to  the  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Statistical  Summary. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  maternity  homes  up  to  the  en 
of  December,  1940  : — 


Lockington 

Oadby 

Whatton 

Total 

No.  of  beds 

....  49 

25 

40 

114 

No.  of  Patients  admitted 

....  235 

183 

149 

567 

Babies  born — Male  . 

....  123 

74 

74 

271 

Female  . 

....  95 

68 

64 

227 

Total  babies  born 

....  218 

142 

138 

498 

Stillbirths 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Miscarriages  ....  . 

2 

1 

nil 

3 

Maternal  deaths  . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Infant  deaths 

2 

nil 

nil 

2 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  several  of  the  Urban  Districts  the  demand  for  water  is  growing  owing  to  the  increase 
population  due  to  evacuation,  and  in  each  case  the  provision  of  additional  trunk  mail 
and  further  water  supplies  are  receiving  consideration. 

Persistent  water  shortage  occurred  at  Tilton-on-the-hilland  Owston  in  the  Billesdon  Rur 
district. 

In  the  Melton  and  Belvoir  District,  the  scheme  to  provide  water  to  the  villages  of  01: 
Dalby  and  Nether  Broughton  was  completed  during  the  year.  The  supply  at  Stathem  w j 
greatly  improved  by  the  linking  up  of  the  Eastwell  supply. 

Investigations  as  to  the  purity  of  the  water  have  been  pursued  throughout  the  count 
and  during  the  year  312  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis,  a  decrease  of  182  on  tl 
previous  year.  The  results  are  as  follows  : — 


13 


District. 

Satisf 

actory 

Unsatis 

factory 

Chem- 

Bacteri¬ 

Chem¬ 

Bacteri¬ 

Municipal  Borough 

ical 

ological 

ical 

ological 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Loughborough  . 

Urban  Districts  . 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch  . 

1 

1 

Ashby  Woulds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coalville  . 

— 

29 

— 

— 

Hinckley  ....  . 

8 

9 

5 

5 

Market  Harborough 

31 

6 

2 

1 

Melton  Mowbray . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Oadby  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shepshed  ....  . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Wigston  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rural  Districts 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Barrow-on-Soar  No.  1  \ 
Barrow-on-Soar  No.  2  / 

— 

39 

.  — 

34 

Billesdon  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blaby  . 

1 

— 

3 

8 

Castle  Donington  . 

— 

9 

— 

5 

Lutterworth 

24 

— 

20 

— 

Market  Bosworth 

9 

5 

5 

1 

Market  Harborough 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Melton  and  Belvoir 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  .... 

85 

109 

49 

69 

Rainfall  in  1940. 

The  following  table  shows  the  rainfall  at  the  Sewage  Farm,  Wigston. 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest  Fall 
in  24  hours 

No.  of  days 
with  0.01  in. 
or  more 

No.  of  days 
with  0.04  in. 
or  more 

January 

Inches 

2.26 

Inches 

0.78 

14 

7 

February 

2.48 

0.46 

23 

14 

March  .... 

1.91 

0.39 

14 

10 

April  .... 

1.46 

0.35 

21 

12 

May  . 

2.19 

1.05 

12 

8 

June  . 

0.86 

0.26 

9 

5 

July  . 

3.09 

0.74 

17 

11 

August 

0.27 

0.07 

8 

4 

September 

0.91 

0.28 

10 

7 

October 

2.90 

0.86 

23 

14 

November 

6.04 

1.43 

25 

15 

December 

2.05 

0.45 

21 

12 

Total  . 

26.42 

7.12 

197 

119 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  following  important  extensions  or  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 
ughborough  Borough. 

The  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  at  Hathem  were  completed. 
aby  Rural  District. 

The  extensions  to  the  Braunstone  and  the  Glen  Parva  works  and  the  joint  disposal  works 
Croft  and  Huncote  have  been  completed. 

irket  Bosworth  Rural  District. 

A  septic  tank  and  filter  have  been  constructed  at  Ellistown,  and  extensions  have  been 
ide  to  the  existing  scheme  at  Desford  and  Market  Bosworth  works, 
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GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

104  privies  have  been  abolished  and  255  pail  closets  have  been  converted  into  wate 
closets.  Of  this  number,  32  privies  were  converted  in  the  Ashby-de-la-Zouch  Rural  Districl 
90  pail  closets  were  converted  in  the  Market  Bosworth  Rural  District,  57  in  Blaby  Run 
District,  29  in  Barrow-on-Soar  Rural  District,  22  in  Ashby-de-la-Zouch  Rural  District  and  1 
in  Shepshed  Urban  District. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  ORDINARY  HOUSING  ACTIVITIES  IN  THE  VARIOUS  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  DURING  1940 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  YEAR 

DTTHTArrt  VR AT? 

HOUSING  ACT.  1936.  PART  IV.— OVERCROWDING 

No.  of  Defective 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936, 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936, 

HOUSING  ACT 

Total  No.  of 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  inspected 
and  recorded 
under  the 

No.  Dwelling 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  found 
not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for 
Human  Habita¬ 
tion  (exclusive 
of  those  in 
previous  column) 

rendered  fit  in 

SECTIONS  9,  10  &  16 

ALTH  ACTS 

SECTIONS  11  &  13 

1936,  SEC.  12 

1  DISTRICT 

Dwelling  Houses 
inspected  for 
Housing  defects 

Houses  found  to 
be  in  a  state  so 
Dangerous  or 

consequence 
of  informal 
action  by  the 
Local 

Authority  or 
their  Officers 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  in  res- 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  rendered 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  in  res- 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  in  which 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  in  res¬ 

No  Dwelling 
Houses 

No.  Separate 
Tenements  or 

No.  Dwelling 
Houses  over¬ 

No.  Families 

No.  Persons 

No.  New 
Cases  of 

No.  Cases 
of  Overcrowding 

No.  Persons 

(under  Public 
Health 
or  Housing 
Acts) 

solidated)  Regula  - 
tions  1925  &1932 
(included  in 
previous  column) 

Injurious  to 
Health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  Human 
Habitation 

pect  of  which 
Notices  were 
served  requiring 
repairs 

fit  after  service 
of  Formal 
Notices 
(By  Owners) 

Notices  were 
served  requiring 
Defects  to  be 
remedied 

remedied  after 
service  of 
Formal  Notices 
(By  Owners) 

pect  of  which 
Demolition 
Orders  were 
made 

Demolished 
in  pursuance 
of  Demolition 
Orders 

Underground 
Rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made 

crowded  at 
end  of  year 

Dwelling 

therein 

Dwelling 

therein 

Overcrowding 
reported 
during  year 

relieved 
during  year 

Concerned 
in  such  cases 

■dxicipal  Be  rough 

fcughbcrough 

796 

339 

— 

357 

256 

20 

20 

306 

301 

— 

— 

— 

26 

26 

201 

5 

5 

38 

Debar  Districts.... 

fchby-de-la-Zouch 

126 

10 

— 

51 

23 

18 

10 

10 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

16 

6 

4 

28 

Ashby  Wonlds 

79 

— 

— 

— 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

15 

Nbalville  . . 

8 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  0 

— 

— 

— 

42 

49 

314 

1 

3 

25 

^K&cy  . 

166 

46 

2 

44 

128 

— 

— 

16 

16 

— 

2 

— 

20 

20 

169 

1 

— 

Market  Harborough 

126 

— 

1 

29 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

Melton  Mowbray  .... 

74 

— 

— 

41 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

16 

141 

2 

— . 

_ 

Oadby 

109 

— 

— 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

24 

1  Sfcepsbed  . 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Wigston  . 

262 

40 

1 

21 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

25 

Mural  Districts 

||shby-de-la-Zouch 

61 

30 

— 

30 

16 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

■arrow--,  n-s  ar  No .  1 
fciow-on-Soar  No.  2 

|  499 

217 

25 

126 

87 

4 

4 

— 

— 

9 

7 

1 

36 

35 

267 

3 

3 

23 

■lesdon  . 

76 

76 

15 

61 

50 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_  ! 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

B=by  . 

914 

117 

11 

43 

49 

12 

4 

17 

15 

— 

— 

— 

12 

14 

69 

28 

26 

133 

Hbde  Donington  .... 

90 

46 

— 

20 

18 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

71 

23 

1 

48 

39 

— . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

2 

15 

11 

10 

57 

1  “"Met  Bosworth 

180 

8 

1 

25 

20 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

42 

42 

380 

8 

16 

47 

1  'St  Harborough 

307 

4 

— 

4 

11 

Si'  — 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

i  2 

11 

■Elton  &  Belvoir  .... 

47 

47 

39 

58 

29 

10 

-  1 

30 

37 

202 

2 

6 

1  Totals 

4021 

1003 

57 

955 

905 

55 

67 

349 

340 

9 

19 

! 

228 

243 

1774 

71 

78 

432 

*  Note — In  determining  the  number  of  persons  sleeping  in  a  house,  Section  58  Housing  Act,  1931,  states  that  a  child  who  has  attained  one  year  and  is 

under  ten  years  old,  shall  be  reckoned  as  one-half  of  a  unit. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.— MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Tuberculin  Tested.” 

On  December  31st,  1940  there  were  22  farms  licensed  to  produce  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
ilk,  1 1  ofjwhich  also  held  certificates  of  “Attestation”  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
isheries.  During  the  year  1  new  licence  was  issued  and  4  farmers  did  not  renew  their  licences 
Accredited  Milk.” 

On  December  31st,  1940  there  were  595  licences  in  force.  During  the  year  35  new  licences 
ere  issued  and  12  licences  were  discontinued. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938.  Licences  Issued  1940. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  6  Regional  slaughter  houses  in  the  county.  The  following  table  shows  the  - 
situation  of  the  slaughter  houses  and  the  number  of  inspections  made  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

District 

Regional 

Inspections 

of 

Knackers’ 

Inspec¬ 

Slaughter 

at  time  of 

animals 

Yards 

tions 

Houses 

Slaughter 

Slaughtered 

Municipal  Borough 
Loughborough 

— 

373 

414 

1 

68 

Urban  Districts 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

2 

215 

6,829 

1 

12 

Ashby  Woulds 

— 

20 

20 

_ 

_ 

Coalville 

1 

227 

12,888 

_ 

_ 

Hinckley  .... 

1 

424 

9,445 

— 

_ 

Market  Harborough 

1 

431 

9,386 

— 

— 

Melton  Mowbray  .... 

1 

349 

17,030 

1 

10 

Oadby 

— 

47 

157 

— 

_ 

Shepshed  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wigston  . 

— 

40 

40 

1 

42 

Rural  Districts 

Ashby-de-la-Zou  ch 
Barrow-on-Soar, 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

i-i  oq 

6  6 

— 

— 

240 

2 

49 

Billesdon  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blaby  . 

— 

— 

•  — 

— 

— 

Castle  Donington 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lutterworth 

— 

— 

— 

2 

13 

Market  Bosworth 

— 

56 

409 

— 

— 

Market  Harborough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Melton  &  Belvoir  .... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

23 

Totals 

6 

2,183 

56,859 

12 

222 

FOOD  ANALYSIS. 

The  County  Police  are  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  , 
1928,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  reports  of  the  County  Analyst : — 

447  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  1940,  and  of  these  24  proved  uns  at  isf  actor  5 
viz  :  Milk  17  (either  added  water  or  deficient  fat)  ;  Cream  Cheese  3  (consisted  of  soft  mill 
cheese)  ;  Shredded  Suet  3  (excess  rice  flour)  ;  Malt  Vinegar  1  (artificial). 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

General  Review. 

The  principal  features  of  epidemiological  interest  in  Leicestershire  during  1940  were  i 
persistence  in  the  high  incidence  of  Diphtheria,  a  marked  increase  in  the  numbers  of  cases  o 
Cerebro-spinal  fever,  and  a  sharp  localised  epidemic  of  dysentery  in  the  village  of  Croft. 
There  were  67  zymotic  deaths  during  the  year  as  compared  with  63  during  1939. 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  has  continued  to  be  a  source  of  considerable  anxiety.  The  notified  cases  I: 
numbered  473  showing  a  slight  decrease  when  compared  with  the  527  of  the  previous  year 
There  were,  however,  38  deaths  and  the  case  mortality  rate  of  8.0%  was  higher  than  it  has 
been  for  several  years. 

In  my  previous  report  I  stressed  the  urgent  need  for  pressing  ahead  with  schemes  o: 
immunisation.  Faced  with  the  abnormal  conditions  which  have  prevailed  since  the  outbreak 
of  war,  it  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  noted  the  vigorous  lead  given  by  the  Ministry  o : 
Health  in  December  of  1940.  Local  Authorities  are  now  proceeding  energetically  with  schemes 
of  immunisation  and  although  it  may  be  some  time  before  the  effect  on  the  incidence  in  the 
whole  county  becomes  noticeable,  yet  at  the  time  of  writing,  it  is  comforting  to  note  th( 
steadily  increasing  numbers  of  children  who  have  received  protection  against  this  disease 
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Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis. 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis  or  Spotted  Fever  which  attained  its  notorious  reputation  during 
:he  war  of  1914-18,  has  again  sprung  into  prominence.  During  1940  there  has  been  a  total 
)f  1 16  cases  notified  as  compared  with  a  yearly  average  of  8  cases  during  the  previous  5  years. 

Fortunately  treatment  by  means  of  the  sulphonamide  group  of  drugs  has  produced  a 
•emarkable  fall  in  the  case  mortality  of  this  disease.  There  were  28  deaths  during  the  year, 
:he  majority  occurring  within  a  few  hours  of  admission  to  hospital  before  any  treat- 
nent  could  have  effect.  28  deaths  out  of  1 16  cases,  a  fatality  rate  of  24%  shows  a  remarkable 
mprovement  compared  with  the  rate  of  over  50%  in  previous  years. 


AN  EPIDEMIC  OF  DYSENTERY  IN  A  LEICESTERSHIRE  VILLAGE. 


Although  a  large  number  of  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  in  this  epidemic  during  the 
irst  three  months  of  1940  the  outbreak  really  commenced  on  the  15th  December,  1939.  The 
epidemic  was  in  the  main  severe  and  three  deaths  occurred.  Altogether  111  persons  were 
iffected  representing  10  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  village  of  Croft  (present  population 
ipproximately  1,150). 

The  County  Health  Department  was  informed  as  soon  as  the  first  cases  were  notified  and 
n  collaboration  with  the  late  Dr.  J.  E.  O’Connor,  Medical  Officer  for  the  Blaby  Rural  District, 
m  investigation  was  carried  out  in  order  to  ascertain  the  source  of  the  infection. 


INCIDENCE. 


The  epidemic  wave  was  typical  of  an  alimentary  infection  and  showed  three  main  peaks, 
rhe  first  was  short  and  sharp  and  consisted  of  11  cases  which  occurred  between  the  15th  and 
10th  December,  1939.  The  second  and  highest  peak,  consisting  of  55  cases,  extended  from  the 
12nd  December,  1939,  to  the  4th  January,  1940.  A  small  recrudescence  of  the  epidemic 
>ccurred  later  between  the  6th  and  13th  February,  1940,  when  18  cases  were  reported  and  the 
ast  case  was  notified  on  the  30th  March,  1940. 


As  mentioned  above  111  persons  or  10  per  cent,  of  the  population  contracted  the  disease 
ind  although  the  cases  were  mostly  centred  in  the  village  of  Croft  a  few  scattered  cases  also 
>ccurred  in  the  surrounding  district.  All  age  groups  were  affected  but  the  greater  incidence 
>ccurred  in  children  and  young  adults. 

Age  Groups  No.  of  cases 

0-  5  .  10 

5-10 


10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

2^-30 

30-35 

35-40 

40-45 

45-50 

50-55 

55-60 

60-65 

65-70 

70-75 

75-80 


16 

10 

11 

6 

6 

14 

10 

6 

7 

1 

4 

2 

4 

3 

1 


(1  death) 


(1  death) 


(1  death) 


111 

AETIOLOGY. 

The  spread  of  infection  in  outbreaks  for  which  the  dysenteric  organisms  are  responsible 
:an  only  be  effected  by  means  of  contaminated  foodstuffs,  by  carriers  or  by  persons  actually 
uffering  from  the  disease.  It  is,  therefore,  reasonable  to  conclude  that  although  the  exhaustive 
ests  carried  out  on  food  and  water  samples  proved  negative,  the  infection  was  in  fact  spread 
>y  one  or  possibly  more  of  these  agencies. 

As  soon  as  the  epidemic  was  reported  efforts  were  made  to  ascertain  the  source  of  infec- 
ion.  Not  only  did  the  water  and  milk  supplies  receive  particular  attention  but  the  supplies 
>f  all  types  of  food  distributed  in  the  village  were  closely  examined.  At  one  stage  of  the  investi- 
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gations  the  supply  of  bread  was  suspect  owing  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  early  cases  was  a 
local  baker;  exhaustive  tests  in  this  connection,  however,  appeared  to  rule  out  this  possibility 
Again  at  another  stage  the  water  supply  appeared  to  be  the  most  likely  source  and  this  supply, 
which  was  drawn  from  the  local  quarries,  was  examined  in  detail  not  only  with  the  co-opera-  j 
tion  of  the  local  engineers  but  also  in  collaboration  with  specialists  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.' 
Once  more,  however,  bacterial  and  other  tests  proved  negative  and  it  was  impossible  to 
correlate  the  source  of  infection  with  the  water  supply.  Many  samples  of  food  were  repeatedly 
examined  but  in  spite  of  all  these  tests  no  bacteria  were  isolated. 

The  blood  and  excreta  of  the  patients  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Invariably  the  agglutination  reactions  of  the  blood  samples  showed  a  sufficiently  high  titre 
to  the  Flexner  group  of  organisms  to  confirm  these  as  being  the  type  responsible  for  the 
epidemic  and  the  isolation  of  B.  flexner  Z  from  cultures  from  the  excreta  of  many  of  the 
patients  confirmed  the  diagnosis. 

Laboratory  investigations  were  undertaken  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  in  Leicester. 

As  an  example  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  investigations  of  this  type  the  spread  of 
infection  during  an  epidemic  is  usually  accelerated  by  persons  who  are  responsible  for  the  local 
distribution  of  food  becoming  infected,  and  although  one  particular  article  might  be  found  to 
be  contaminated  it  is  always  difficult  to  prove  that  this  commodity  was  responsible  for  the 
outbreak  in  the  first  instance.  Again  it  is  always  possible  that  an  epidemic  originated  from  a 
carrier  who  contracted  the  disease  elsewhere. 

CLINICAL  HISTORY. 

The  majority  of  the  persons  who  contracted  the  disease  were  severely  ill  for  several  days 
and  in  a  few  cases  a  relapse  occurred  after  the  patient  had  apparently  recovered.  The  shortest 
duration  of  illness  was  two  days  and  the  longest  37  days  ;  the  average  duration  being  approxi¬ 
mately  seven  days. 

The  onset  was  sudden  being  heralded  by  pains  in  the  abdomen,  diarrhoea  and  tenesmus 
with  blood  and  mucus  in  the  faeces.  Vomiting  occurred  in  a  number  of  cases  and  a  feeling  of 
lassitude  accompanied  by  headache  and  malaise  are  also  recorded  in  some  instances.  Often 
the  blood  and  mucus  in  the  faeces  lasted  only  for  a  short  period  though  diarrhoea  persisted  for 
several  days  afterwards.  The  acute  symptoms  usually  lasted  for  several  days  and  were 
followed  by  a  period  of  general  weakness  lasting  for  a  similar  period.  After  this,  recovery  was 
generally  fairly  rapid  and  complete.  In  the  three  fatal  cases  the  acute  symptoms 
persisted  and  were  accompanied  by  delirium  and  periods  of  unconsciousness  until  death 
supervened. 

The  chief  symptoms  in  order  of  frequency  in  the  111  cases  investigated  are  summarised 
as  follows  : — 


Pains  in  abdomen 

occurred  in 

109  cases 

Diarrhoea 

108  ,, 

Tenesmus  ....  ....  ,  •••• 

....  > y 

98  „ 

Loss  of  Appetite 

•  •••  )) 

88  „ 

Mucus  ....  . 

•••*  )> 

87  „ 

Lassitude 

....  ft 

81  „ 

Blood 

....  t  9 

74  „ 

Both  Blood  and  Mucus 

....  ff 

71  „ 

Temperature  . 

....  ff 

62  „ 

Malaise  . 

....  ff 

61  „ 

Headache  . 

....  ff 

60  „ 

Vomiting  ....  . 

....  ff 

50  „ 

Collapse  . 

15  „ 

SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS. 

1.  The  epidemic  of  dysentry  as  detailed  above  can  be  attributed  to  the  Flexner  group  of 
organisms. 

2.  In  spite  of  an  energetic  investigation  carried  out  in  order  to  ascertain  the  origin  of  the 
outbreak  it  was  found  impossible  to  locate  the  source  of  infection. 

3.  All  aspects  of  the  epidemic  were  typical  of  the  food  poisoning  group  of  infections. 

ARTHUR  A.  LISNEY, 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER. 


Prevalence  of  Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1940 

1939 

Average  for  last 
five  years 

Notifications 

.  204 

176 

204 

Deaths 

.  162 

112 

141 

Death  rate  .... 

. 52 

.36 

.47 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 
Notifications 

.  99 

72 

Deaths 

.  39 

29 

Death  rate  .... 

. 13 

.09 

Total  for  both  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Notifications 

.  303 

248 

Deaths 

.  201 

141 

The  number  of  notifications  and  deaths  have  increased,  both  pulmonary  and  non- 
mlmonary.  This  increase  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  effects  of  the  war  and  the  presence  of 
vacuees  in  the  County.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  record  figures  achieved  in  1938 
ind  1939  have  so  soon  disappeared. 

Jut- Patient  Dispensary  Work.  [For  details  see  Table  T.B.X.). 

The  number  of  attendances  at  Dispensaries  has  been  5,012  as  against  5,111  in  1939. 
X-ray  photographs  of  pulmonary  cases  have  been  taken  at  Markfield  Sanatorium,  and 
,  certain  number  of  surgical  cases  have  been  X-rayed  there  during  the  year.  The  total  number 
aken  was  851  including  422  screenings.  This  is  an  increase  of  248. 

The  number  of  specimens  of  sputum  examined  was  448,  a  decrease  of  only  30  on  the  figure 
or  1939. 

Domiciliary  Work. 

(i)  Open-air  Shelters — The  number  of  shelters  is  70,  and  the  number  of  inspections  carried 
»ut  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  was  218. 

(ii)  Nursing  of  Advanced  Cases — The  number  of  visits  made  by  District  Nurses  under 
he  direction  of  the  County  Nursing  Association  was  3,249,  an  increase  of  636  over  the  figure 

or  1939. 

(iii)  Extra  Nourishment. — ^374  has  been  expended  on  60  patients.  The  grant  is  one 
>int  of  milk  per  day  and  one  dozen  eggs  (when  possible)  per  week  to  each  patient. 

(iv)  Additional  help. — The  cost  of  splints,  crutches,  surgical  boots,  travelling  expenses 
,nd  dentures  has  entailed  an  expenditure  of  £48  on  15  patients,  as  against  £45  on  34  patients 

ast  year. 

(v)  Domiciliary  visits. — Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers  have  paid  2,184  (Dr.  Coward 
,001,  Dr.  Lane  1,183)  visits  to  patients’  homes.  The  Health  Visitors  paid  4,411  visits  and  the 
listrict  nurses  3,249. 

Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  Orthopaedic  Hospitals,  and  those  remaining  under 
reatment  and  other  information  will  be  found  in  Table  T.B.2. 

N.  A.  COWARD, 

Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  LEICESTERSHIRE 
COUNTY  SANATORIUM  AND  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MARKFIELD. 


Tuberculosis 

Av.  of 
years 
1940  1933-37 

Infectious  Diseases 

Av.  of 
years 
1940  1933-37 

Total 

Av.  of 
years 
1940  1933-7 

Beds  provided 

138 

128 

76 

62 

214 

190 

No.  of  cases  on  1st  Jan.,  1940 

106 

114 

101 

61 

207 

175 

No.  of  cases  admitted 

235 

295 

704 

528 

939 

823 

No.  of  cases  discharged 

242 

292 

708 

507 

950 

799 

No.  of  cases  on  31st  Dec.,  1940 

99 

117 

97 

82 

196 

199 
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The  number  of  patients  admitted  and  discharged  during  the  year  has  again  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  high,  the  average  number  of  beds  occupied  daily  being  193.5,  while  the  peak  level  was  227. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  treated  show  a  fall  in  numbers  due  principally  to  the  evacuation  of  ; 
the  children’s  ward,  but  in  other  respects  the  work  of  the  Sanatorium  side  of  the  hospital 
continues  to  expand  and  the  number  of  X-ray  investigations  and  of  treatments  by  collapse  i 
of  the  lung  is  the  highest  yet  recorded. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  showed  a  further  fall,  but  the  number  of  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  remained  high.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  occurred  in  epidemic  form  in  the  early  part  of  j 
the  year  in  such  numbers  that  a  separate  ward  had  to  be  utilized  ;  fortunately  the  use  of  drugs  i 
of  the  Sulphonamide  group  has  very  substantially  reduced  the  mortality  in  this  previously 
very  fatal  disease. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  daily  was  1 16.4  and  the  highest  number  of  patients 
under  treatment  at  any  one  time  was  131. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax. 

81  patients  were  treated  by  collapse  of  the  lung  necessitating  1,520  refills  as  compared 
with  an  average  of  28  patients  and  558  refills  in  the  years  1933-37.  In  addition  a  number  of  i 
patients  attended  at  the  Loughborough  Clinic  where  Dr.  S.  W.  Lane  administered  a  further 
462  refills. 

4  patients  completed  the  treatment  while  6  others  left  the  county  and  in  4  other  cases 
the  procedure  failed.  67  patients  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  whom 
18  were  still  in  the  Sanatorium,  and  49  were  fit  enough  to  leave,  and  were  attending  for  refills 
as  outpatients.  10  patients  were  evacuees,  and  2  were  children,  the  youngest  being  11  years 
of  age. 

A  mother apy. 

Injections  of  gold  salts  were  given  to  27  cases.  16  cases  completed  the  treatment,  5 
patients  re-acted  badly  and  a  further  6  had  not  completed  the  course  at  the  end  of  the  year,  j 

Of  the  16  patients  who  received  the  full  course,  12  patients  became  quiescent  and  out  of 
15  positive  cases  11  lost  the  bacilli  from  their  sputum. 

Heliotherapy. 

Artificial  sunlight  was  given  to  27  patients  who  received  an  average  of  46  treatments. 
The  majority  of  patients  were  children  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Special  Tests. 

Estimations  of  the  blood  sedimentation  rate  were  carried  out  1,488  times  and  Mantoux  j 
tests  were  performed  on  45  occasions. 

X-Ray  Department. 

The  number  of  investigations  performed  shows  a  further  large  increase,  due  in  the  main  jj 
to  a  greater  number  of  out-patients  sent  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  Militia-Men  sent  by  j 
the  Medical  Boards.  All  examinations  and  reports  are  made  by  the  Medical  Superintendent,  j 


Screening 

In-patients  ....  . 

.  517 

Sent  by  Tuberculosis  Officers 

.  422 

Militia-Men 

.  92 

Films 

In-patients 

.  346 

Sent  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  . 

.  429 

Sent  by  Orthopaedic  Clinics 

. .  18 

Militia-Men  . 

.  92 

-  885 


1,916 


Laboratory. 

The  work  of  this  department  is  mainly  bacteriological  and  is  all  performed  by  the  Medical 


Staff. 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli.... 
Urine  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Effusions  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Cultures  for  diphtheria  bacilli 

Smears  and  pus  . 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 
Blood  counts,  etc . 


1,043 

52 

4,250 

46 

140 

5 


5,547 
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Summary  of  Treatment. 

242  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  discharged  during  the  year,  of  whom  192  were  suffering 
from  the  adult  type  of  lung  disease,  14  from  the  childhood  type  of  lung  disease,  and  21  were 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ;  the  other  15  cases  were  admitted  for  observation  and  one  of 
these  was  accepted  as  Tuberculosis  and  retained  for  treatment. 

61  adults  were  T.B.  negative  or  early  T.B.  positive  cases,  and  of  these  44  or  72%  became 
quiescent  and  11%  died. 

132  adults  were  T.B.  positive,  group  2  or  3,  i.e.  moderately  or  well-advanced  cases,  and  of 
these  only  37  or  29%  became  quiescent,  while  29%  died. 

140  adults  were  T.B.  positive  cases  of  all  grades,  and  30%  either  lost  their  sputum 
altogether,  or  lost  the  bacilli  from  their  sputum  ;  nearly  all  the  early  cases,  only  half  the 
moderately  advanced,  and  merely  8%  of  the  well  advanced  group  attained  this  good  result. 
The  results  are  tabulated  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  daily  was  77. 1 ,  and  the  highest  number  of  patients 
under  treatment  at  any  one  time  was  102.  The  average  age  of  all  cases  was  14  years  and  the 
average  duration  of  treatment  was  40  days. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

A  total  of  266  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  Two  deaths  occurred,  one  being  due 
to  Measles-Pneumonia  and  the  other,  Enteritis  in  a  baby. 

The  specific  complications  occurring  were  otorrhoea  11  cases,  rheumatism  6,  mastoiditis 
2,  and  a  relapse  in  3  cases. 

Diphtheria. 

298  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  and  342  cases  discharged,  the  average  duration 
of  treatment  being  54  days. 

Of  the  cases  discharged  273  were  cases  of  Diphtheria  of  the  throat,  14  were  of  the  larynx, 
10  of  the  nose,  19  were  carriers  only  and  26  could  not  be  confirmed  as  Diphtheria.  246  cases 
were  in  children.  A  large  proportion  of  the  cases  were  of  a  severe  type  and  23  deaths  occurred, 
7  dying  within  24  hours  of  admission,  a  further  8  within  a  few  days,  and  8  others  died  of  late 
paralysis. 

The  specific  complications  arising  were  peripheral  paralyses  in  42  cases,  cardiac  paralysis 
12  cases  and  a  relapse  in  one  case. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

5  patients  were  admitted,  but  the  diagnosis  could  be  confirmed  in  3  cases  only.  These 
were  all  due  to  B.Typhosus.  The  average  period  of  treatment  was  60  days  and  all  made  a 
complete  recovery. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Meningitis  occurred  during  1940  in  an  epidemic  form  and  a  total  of  90  cases  passed 
through  the  hospital,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  less  than  4  in  the  years  1933-7. 

34  cases  were  in  adults  and  56  in  children,  the  average  age  being  17  years,  and  the  duration 
of  treatment  being  21  days. 

56  cases  were  confirmed  as  suffering  from  infection  by  the  Meningococcus,  and  received 
treatment  by  drugs  of  the  Sulphonamide  group  in  maximal  dosage,  the  average  dose  being 
33  grammes.  9  deaths  occurred  ;  and  of  these  4  took  place  on  the  day  of  admission. 

Specific  complications  were  2  cases  of  nerve  deafness  and  one  of  synovitis. 

A  further  24  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  other  diseases  and  8  deaths  occurred 
(3  Pneumococcal  Meningitis,  1  Tuberculous  Meningitis,  2  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  1  Landry’s 
Creeping  Paralysis  and  1  Cellulitis  of  shoulder  in  an  infant). 

Other  Diseases. 

17  cases  of  Rubella,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  mainly  complicated  by  Pneumonia, 
and  14  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  treated  during  the  year. 

One  case  was  notified  as  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  but  the  diagnosis  could  not  be  confirmed 
and  2  cases  were  incorrectly  notified  as  Meningitis. 

H.  SELBY, 

Medical  Superintendent. 


COUNTY  SANATORIUM,  MARKFIELD. 

Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  definitely  tuberculous  patients  discharged  during  the  year  1940. 
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Report  on  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  for  1940. 

By  C.  Hamilton  Wilkie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Sc., 

Director  of  Venereal  Diseases  Services. 

I  hereby  submit  a  brief  report  on  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  for  Leicester  and 
Leicestershire  for  the  year  1940. 

Most  of  the  work  is  conducted  at  the  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary.  A  small  proportion 
>f  female  cases  are  treated  at  St.  Mary’s  Home,  Ashleigh  Road,  Leicester,  and  any 

Ijatients  in  the  City  General  Hospital  who  have  venereal  diseases  are  under  the  consultative 
guidance  of  the  Director  of  V.D.  Services. 

The  out-patient  V.D.  Department  at  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary  is  new  and  modern, 
orming  part  of  the  very  finely  equipped  and  recently  built  out-patient  department  of  that 
jiospital.  The  in-patient  department  is  as  in  previous  years  and  provides  accommodation  for 
nale  and  female  patients. 

Dr.  Kathleen  Lodge  is  in  charge  of  the  Female  Department  and  Dr.  Newton  Davies 
issists.  Dr.  Hugh  Atkinson  is  assistant  in  the  Male  Department.  Male  and  Female  Depart- 
nents  are  under  one  Directorship. 


The  following  are  the  hours  during  which  patients  should 

attend  for  consultations 

ntermediate  treatment  : — 

Leicester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Male  V.D.  Clinic. 

V.D.  Officers  in  attendance 

Monday  3  to 

3-30  (Congenital  Cases) 

3-30 

to  4-30  Adults 

Wednesday  6-30 

to  7-30 

Thursday  5 

to  6-30  , , 

Friday  6-30 

to  7-30 

Intermediate  Treatment. 

Monday  9  to  10-30 

3-30  to  4-30 

6  to  7. 

Tuesday  9  to  10-30 

6  to  7 

Wednesday  9  to  10-30 

6-15  to  7-30 

Thursday  9  to  10-30 

5-30  to  7 

Friday  9  to  10-30 

6-15  to  7-30 

Saturday  9  to  10 

11-45  to  12-45 

Female  V.D. 

Clinic 

V.D.  Officers  in  attendance 

Monday  6  to 

6-30  (Congenital) 

6-30 

to  7-30  Adults 

Wednesday  3-30 

to  4-30 

Friday  3-30 

to  4-30 

Intermediate  Treatment. 

Daily  (except  Sunday  and  Saturday)  9  to  10-30  ;  5-30  to  7. 
Saturday  9  to  10-30  a.m. 


The  V.D.  Department  now  works  in  full  co-operation  with  the  Services,  so  that  soldiers, 
;tc.,  attend  for  examination  or  treatment  when  necessary.  Much  has  been  done  since  this 
ivar  began  to  assist  the  Services  whenever  possible.  I  have  been  extremely  fortunate  in  the 
fact  that  my  services  have  been  made  use  of  in  various  ways  in  consultation  with  the  Army 
Authorities  stationed  in  the  surrounding  areas.  Lectures,  with  lantern  slide  demonstrations, 
:o  members  of  the  Forces  now  total  34. 

Various  factors  have  influenced  the  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year.  Many 
l)f  the  younger  male  patients  have  joined  one  of  the  Services  ;  soldiers  requiring  treatment 
lire  increasing  in  number  ;  the  distribution  of  the  population  has  changed  ;  travelling  facilities 
[|:o  and  from  the  treatment  centre  have  altered  ;  modern  methods  of  treatment  ( e.g .  chemo¬ 
therapy)  have  in  some  cases  shortened  the  duration  of  treatment. 

The  following  table  includes  all  cases  attending  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  (civilians 
land  Services),  and  the  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  the  previous 

year. 
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Royal  Infirmary. 

Cases  under  treatment  or  observation  on  1st  January,  1940  : —  616  (676) 

Returned  defaulters  ....  ....  ....  15  (25) 

New  Cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  836  (975) 

Transfers  from  other  Centres  .  43  (42) 

The  above  total  1,510  (1,718) 

Of  the  new  cases  seen  at  this  centre  for  the  first  time,  157  (191)  were  syphilitic,  307  (38.' 
were  gonorrhoeal,  and  366  (389)  were  non-venereal.  Six  were  “undiagnosed”  on  the  last  da 
of  the  year. 

Total  attendances  18,908  (23,235)  ;  In-patients  143  (121) 

St.  Mary’s  Home. 


Returned  defaulter 

1 

New  cases 

....  39 

“Transfers  IN”  .... 

— 

8 

Total  .... 

....  48  (42) 

Total  attendances 

....  702  (1,163) 

In-patients 

....  74  (60) 

Of  the  in-patients,  10  were  babies  (12). 

City  General  Hospital. 

The  usual  consultative  visits  to  this  Hospital  were  made  during  the  year.  They  totalie 
13. 

V.D.  Lectures. 

An  effort  was  made  to  arrange  lectures  for  the  larger  factories  in  the  City.  The  respons 
was  not  encouraging,  although  the  following  firms  did  co-operate  to  their  full  extent  and  hav 
expressed  their  appreciation  for  work  done. 

12  .  3  .  40  B.U.  Shoe  Machine  Co.  Ltd. 

9  .  4  .  40  John  Bull  Rubber  Co.  Ltd. 

The  following  two  lectures  were  given  to  the  A.R.P.  personnel  at  the  Granby  Hall : — 
18  .  11  .  40  To  men  only 
25  .  11  .  40  ditto 


The  usual  teaching-lectures  on  Venereal  Diseases  were  given  to  the  Nurses  of  the  Roya 
Infirmary. 


Summarising  this  brief  report,  I  consider  the  year’s  work  very  satisfactory.  Especiall  I 
would  I  remark  on  the  ever-increasing  co-operation  between  the  various  Services  ii 


the  area  and  myself.  The  extra  work  which  it  has  involved  has  been  well  worth  while,  and 
feel  sure  that  it  has  a  considerable  effect  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  venereal  disease. 


The  letters  of  appreciation  which  I  have  received  from  the  Army  Command  concerned 
and  from  Army  Units  are  very  encouraging. 


I  acknowledge  my  great  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Kathleen  Lodge  who  has  helped  so  much  t< 
make  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  run  smoothly  and  well. 


I  also  acknowledge  the  valuable  work  rendered  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Mackarell  (Pathologist  t< 
the  Royal  Infirmary),  Dr.  E.  Milford  Ward  (Pathologist  to  the  City  General  Hospital),  and  th< 
various  members  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  City  and  County  Health  Departments  wh( 
are  in  any  way  connected  with  my  work. 


C.  HAMILTON  WILKIE. 
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T.B.  2.— SANATORIA,  HOSPITALS,  AND  OTHER  RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Name  and  Situation  of  Institution. 

(i) 

Class  of  Case  and  No.  of  Beds. 

Number  of  patients 
sent  by  the  Council 
who  were  under 
treatment  on  the 
31st,  Dec.,  1939. 

Number  of  patients 

sent  by  the 
Council  during  the 
year  ended 

31st  December, 
1940. 

Number  of  patients 
sent  by  the  Council 
who  were  discharged 
or  died  in  the 
Institution  during 
the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1940 

Total  number  of  days 
during  which  the 
patients  referred  to 
in  column  5 
were  resident  in  the 
Institution. 

Average  number  of 

days  which  the  pa¬ 
tients  referred  to  in 
column  5  were 
resident  in  the 
Institution. 

Number  of  patients 
sent  by  the  Council 
who  were  under 
treatment  on  the 

31st  December, 

1940. 

W 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

County  Sanatorium. 

Male  Adults 
(58  beds) 

P 

54 

96 

102 

21304 

209 

48 

Markfield. 

Female  Adults 
(58  beds) 

P 

47 

79 

94 

16349 

174 

32 

Children 
(22  beds) 

P 

5 

17 

18 

2871 

160 

4 

Male  Adults 
Female  Adults 
Children 

S 

s 

s 

_ 

6 

8 

14 

3 

5 

9 

841 

1532 

1133 

280 

306 

126 

3 

3 

5 

Brompton  Hospital, 

Male  Adults 

p 

1 

1 

105 

105 

London. 

Children’s  Hospital, 

Children 

s 

1 

1 

Gringley  on  the  Hill. 

2 

Bobert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 

Male  Adults 

s 

1 

1 

176 

Orthopedic  Hospital, 

176 

— 

f  Oswestry, 

Harlow  Wood  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 

Male  Adults 

s 

o 

23 

1  Mansfield,  Notts. 

Female  Adults 

s 

L 

2 

46 

— 

Children 

s 

1 

3 

3 

298 

99 

1 

Leleester  City  General  Hospital, 

I  Leicester. 

Male  Adults 
Female  Adults 
Children 

s 

s 

s 

2 

3 

8 

8 

10 

16 

6 

12 

22 

650 

1781 

3191 

25 

148 

145 

4 

1 

2 

Warwickshire  Orthopedic  Hospital, 

Male  Adults 

s 

1 

Coleshill. 

Female  Adults 

s 

1 

i 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

Children 

s 

7 

1 

3 

2 

5 

239 

897 

119 

179 

5 

TOTALS 

130 

266 

285 

51413 

180 

111 

P— Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  S— Surgical  Tuberculosis. 
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T.B.  3.— Return  shewing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  patients  discharged 
from  Residential  Institutions  during  the  year  1940. 


-  — 

f"  1 

Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in 

the  Institution. 

c  c  .2 

Under  3 

rt  *  3  | 

Condition  at  time 

months  but  ex- 

More  than  12 

Totai. 

=  • 

5 

of  discharge. 

ceeding  28  days 

3 — 6  months 

6 — 12  months 

month 

S 

M.  |  F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

"•  cr  1 

Quiescent . 

1  3 

1 

8 

7 

2 

10 

4 

1 

4 

3 

— 

44 

a| 

Not  quiescent  . 

2  1  1 

1 

2 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

15 

2  c 

r 

Died  in  Institution 

>|- 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

c/i 

£ 

•*> 

s 

Quiescent . 

3 

w 

—  5  | 

Not  quiescent  . 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

- 

- 

— 

- 

4 

u  : 

&  O 

rt 

Died  in  Institution 

2  !  — 

2 

- 

h 

> 

tn 

Quiescent . 

—  - 

— 

4 

1 

— 

9 

13 

— 

3 

2 

— 

32 

< 

z 

c 

3 

Not  quiescent 

1  — 

— 

3 

5 

— 

4 

4 

- 

5 

— 

— 

22 

£ 

Ijo 

Died  in  Institution 

1  1 

2 

7 

5 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

22 

a 

p 

L 

Quiescent . 

—  j  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

PQ  a, 
H  5 

Not  quiescent  . 

1  — 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

l5 

Died  in  Institution 

6  i  4 

_ 

3 

1 

_ 

2 

4 

— 

3 

_ 

_ 

23 

IP 

1 

179 


In  addition  16  cases  who  had  been  admitted  for  observation  purposes,  were 
discharged  during  the  year  as  “  Non-Tuberculous.” 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Bones  and  Joints  : — Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent  . 

Died  . 

Abdominal : — Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 
Died 

Other  Organs  : — Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 
Died 

Peripheral  Glands Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 
Died 


10 

23 

4 

6 

3 


1 

8 

3 

59 


Note. — A  further  30  cases  who  had  been  in  Institutions  less  than  28  days  were  also 
discharged  during  the  year. 


T.B.  4.  TUBERCULOSIS  (Pulmonary  and  Other). 
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4) 

Whole 

County 

0.54 

0.12 

0.53 

0.11 

0.54 

0.13 

0.38 

0.10 

0.36 

0.09 

0.47 

0.11 

0.52 

0.13 

a 

& 

43 

od 

4) 

Rural 

0.44 

0.09 

0.51 

0.11 

0.50 

0.14 

0.35 

0.09 

0.32 

0.09 

oro 

ZVO 

0.45 

0.09 

Urban 

0.68 

0.15 

0.54 

0.12 

0.58 

0.13 

iro 

zvo 

oro 

IV0 

0.53 

0.12 

0.59 

0.17 

C/3 

■s 

d 

43 

Q 

H-4 

o 

»h 

Whole 

County 

1-H  Tf 

CD  CO 

i-H 

ID  CO 

CM  O 

CD  ^ 

1-H 

LO  o 

hh  CO 

l-H 

CM  03 
i-t  CM 

141 

33 

CM  03 

CD  CO 

Rural 

03  CD 

t>*  i—i 

84 

18 

80 

22 

CD  L O 

liO  i-H 

CO  l/3 

UO  i-i 

O  l> 

O  i-H 

l>  1-H 

4) 

rQ 
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Urban 

CM  00 

00  1—1 

CO  CD 

O  1-1 

CM  CO 

00  -h 

03  lO 

1C  1-H 

03  Tf1 

LO  i— i 

r-H  C.0 

h 

88 

25 

C/3 

§ 

Whole 

County 

213 

75 

222 

64 

CM  00 

CM 

190 

88 

CD  CM 

t—H 

204 

76 

204 

99 

"+J 

CtJ 

O 

-1-H 

4-> 

o 

Jz; 

Rural 

I>  03 

O  CO 

111 

37 

U0  CD 

03  CO 

ID  O 

00 

1>  CD 

00  CO 

97 

38 

I—1  00 

03  ^ 

*4H 

o 

M 

43 

42 

a 

H 

Urban 

CD  CD 

O  CO 

l-H 

i— <  t>» 

-H  CM 

CD  ID 

CM 

<0  00 

O  Tt 

03  CD 

00  CO 

00 

O  CO 

CO  1-H 

1-H  U0 

1-H 

£ 

Lungs 

Other 

Lungs 

Other 

Lungs 

Other 

Lungs 

Other 

Lungs 

Other 

Lungs 

Other 

Lungs 

Other 

Year 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Average 
for  above 

5  years. 

1940 

T.B.  5.  TUBERCULOSIS  Notifications  and  Deaths, 
Shewing  Age  Periods. 
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TABLE  1.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Leicestershire  County,  1940 


Whole 


England 


Urban  Rural  County 


Population 
(Est.  Mid-year,  1940) 

148,100 

163,710 

311, 

,810 

Ail  U 

Wales. 

No. 

Rates 

No. 

Rates 

No. 

Rates 

Rates 

"B.R.”  For  Birth  Rates 

2275 

15.36 

2449 

14.95 

4724 

15.14 

14.6 

“I.M.”  For  Infant  and 

Maternal  Mortality 

2653 

— 

2521 

— 

5174 

— 

— 

Deaths  (all  causes  and  all 

ages)  . 

1809 

12.21 

2072 

12.65 

3881 

12.44 

14.3 

*  ,,  (under one  year).... 

112 

*42.2 

127 

*50.4 

239 

*46.2 

*55 

,,  (Zymotic) 

25 

0.16 

42 

0.25 

67 

0.21 

— 

Deaths  from  : — 

Measles  ....  . 

1 

0.007 

3 

0.01 

4 

0.01 

0.02 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

0.05 

5 

0.03 

10 

0.03 

0.02 

Diphtheria  . 

11 

0.07 

27 

0.16 

38 

0.12 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0.007 

2 

0.01 

3 

0.009 

0.00 

♦Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs.) 

7 

*2.64 

5 

*1.98 

12 

*2.31 

*4.6 

Percentages  of 

Total  Deaths. 

Wh’le 

The  seven  chief  causes 

Urban 

Rural 

C'n'ty 

of  death  were  : — 

Heart  Disease  .... 

367 

2.48 

488 

2.98 

855 

2.74 

20.3 

23.6 

22.0 

Cancer  . 

229 

1.55 

271 

1.66 

500 

1.60 

12.7 

13.1 

12.9 

Intra-cranial  Vascular 

Lesions 

197 

1.33 

205 

1.25 

402 

1.29 

10.9 

9.9 

10.4 

Bronchitis  . 

153 

1.03 

111 

0.68 

264 

0.85 

8.5 

5.4 

6.8 

Tuberculosis  of  Respira¬ 

tory  System  .... 

88 

0.59 

74 

0.45 

162 

0.52 

4.9 

3.6 

4.2 

Pneumonia  . 

83 

0.56 

73 

0.45 

156 

0.50 

4.6 

3.5 

4.0 

Influenza 

56 

0.38 

59 

0.36 

115 

0.37 

3.1 

2.8 

2.9 

NOTE. —  The  rates  are  calculated  per  thousand  of  the  population,  except  where  marked 
(*)  which  are  per  thousand  registered  births. 


TABLE  2.— BIRTH-RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1940. 

England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns.  (Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns.) 
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TABLE  3.  — NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


DISEASE. 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

Cases  ad¬ 

mitted  to 
Isolation 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Notifications  returned  by  the  Registrar 
General : — 

Small-pox  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

701 

563 

3 

Diphtheria  . 

473 

492 

38 

Enteric  Fever . 

10 

10 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

33 

19 

6 

Pneumonia  . 

518 

— 

156 

Erysipelas  . 

54 

23 

— 

Measles  . 

6233 

12 

4 

Whooping  Cough  . 

439 

1 

10 

Other  Diseases  generally  notifiable  : — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

10 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

2 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever . 

116 

115 

28 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

3 

3 

2 

Totals . 

8,591 

1,240 

247 

N.B. — Figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  are  for  the  52  weeks  ended 
28th  December,  1940. 
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OF  LEICESTER,  1940 
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TABLE  5. 


35 


Causes  of  Death. 


civilians  only. 


All  Causes. 


1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fe  v  e  rs 

-;:nal  fever . 

3  Scarlet  tetter  . 

«  Whooping  cough 

^Hpdheria  . , 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

B  system  . 

I  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  .... 
■  Syphilitic  diseases 
Inilusr.ro 

Measles  . 

cute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 

■  encephalitis’ . 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 
Cancer  of  bl  cav.  &  cesoph  (M) 
h  uterus  (F) 

M  Car::  r  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
15  Cancer  of  breast 
BS  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17  Diabetes 

H  Intra-cran.  vase,  lesions 
RlHeart  disease  .... 

*  Other  circulatory  diseases 

31  Bronchitis 


3*  Other  respiratory  diseases  .... 
»  Ulcer:  of  stomach  or  duo  denum 
[35  Diairhcea  under  2  years 
g  Appendicitis  .... 

3/  Other  digestive  diseases 
M  Nephritis 

®  Puer  4  post-abort,  sepsis 
®  Other  maternal  canses 
•J  Premature  birth 
32  Con.  mal.  birth  inj .  infant  dis. 

^HSiade 

Jj  Road  traffic  accidents 

»  Other  violent  causes  . 

35  Afl  other  causes 


PjHis  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

Total  . ; 

legitimate  _ 

Ultimate 

U»eBirths_: . . 

fignres  for  Birth  Rates  B.R. 
^gior  Infant  &  Maternal  Mortality  I.M. 

^egitiniate  _  B.  R. 


Illegitimate 


I.M 

B.R. 

I.M. 


Still-Births  Total 
legitimate 
Illegitimate 


I.M. 
B.  R. 
I.M. 


Estimated  Populations 


Comtakability  Factor 


Ashby-de-la 

Zouch 

U.D. 


Ashby 

Woulds 

U.D. 


Lough¬ 

borough 

M.B. 


M.  F. 
205  210 


Market 

Harborough 

U.D. 


Melton 

Mowbray 

U.D. 


CAOSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ADMINISTRATIVE  AREAS. 


Oadby 

U.D. 


Shepshed 

U.D. 


Ashby-de-la 

Zouch 

R.D. 


Barrow- 

upon-Soar 

R.D. 


Billesdon 

R.D. 


Castle 

Donington 

R.D. 


Market 

Bosworth 

R.D. 


Market 

Harborough 

R.D. 


Melton  & 
Belvoir 
R.D 


|  167 


Totals. 

U.D.'s 


6 

1 

2  3 

3 


52 


Totals. 

Whole 

County. 


287 

48 

402 

855 

70 

264 


78 

45 

51 

115 

474 


4724 

5174 

4566 

5012 


INDEX 


Ante-natal  services  . 

Areal  comparability  factor 

Births  . 

Birth  control  . 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

!  Child  life  protection  . 

County  mid  wives  . 

Deaths 

Dental  treatment  .... 

Diarrhoea 
!  Diphtheria  .... 

District  nursing  associations 

Drainage  . :  . 

Dysentery  . 

Emergency  maternity  homes 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

Erysepilas  . 

Evacuation  services 

Food  analysis  . 

Health  visitors  . 

Hospitals,  infectious  disease 

Hospitals,  maternity  . 

Hostels  for  evacuees 

Housing  . 

Infantile  mortality . 

Infant  welfare  centres  . 
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